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Maplewood Jewish Om—:ﬁu Prepares to HNEE.—

By Sharon Mark Cohen

The Charles Kimmel building of the Ma-
plewood Jewish Center (MJC) is getting a
much-needed facelift. On November 28, the
Maplewood Township Zoning Board of Ad-
justment unanimously voted to grant MJC
a building permit for major renovations.

It began with a vision by Frumie Bo-
gomilsky, the center’s administrator and
wife of Rabbi Sholom Bogomilsky, spiritual
leader of MJC. With a master’s degree in
Early Childhood and Special Education,
Bogomilsky cares for her growing fami-
ly, home and shul, plus she runs the syna-
gogue preschool and Hebrew School. The
cornerstone on the brick structure on Park-
er Road shows that it was constructed in
1938. The MJC purchased the building in
2008. There are currently two classrooms
for 2- and 3-year-old preschool students.
The 4-year-olds attend classes set up across

the busy thoroughfare in rooms attached-

to the rabbi’s residence.

The new construction will allow the
MJC to house all of the classrooms neces-
sary to have 64 students enrolled in pre-
school at any given time. Notably, MJC will
be providing Jewish early childhood care
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Kinder Gan
Preschool, as well as the afterschool He-
brew school, will have classrooms on the
first floor. The synagogue y ‘will be moved to
the newly constructed monoum floor, with
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of the plan. The installation of a mikvah,
according to Bogomilsky, “completes the
trappings of a community that provides
all aspects of Jewish life. The eruv sur-
rounds Maplewood, and now there will be
a kosher mikvah in town, with Jewish ear-
ly childhood care in a state-of-the-art facili-
ty, plus a beautiful shul.” According to Bo-
gomilsky, the closest mikvah is currently a
20-minute drive from Maplewood.
Following four other lengthy meetings
over the past seven months, with testimo-

ny from experts, including an engineer,

traffic expert and architect for MJC, the sev-
en members of the zoning board listened

attentively to members of the communi-

ty in favor of and opposed to the-project.

Preschoolers’ parents, mﬁ@&oﬂ and con-

gregants spoke about - Frumie, g&@.
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ter two years of working ou«_mm dream, a

tance from Maplewood there are many
excellent options of Jewish education, all
across the spectrum.”

Much discussion ensued at the zoning
board meetings about the new C-shaped
driveway, noise, landscaping and light-
ing. Concerned neighbors had their turn
to come to the mic and give sworn testi-
mony. In his summation, Rob Simon, at-
torney for MJC, expressed the sentiments
of Bogomilsky and MJC to make the con-
struction and use of the building as friend-
ly to the neighborhood as possible, not-
ing that the Bcggggg
live in the neighborh:
ering all factors a
struction will meet J
lations, the board members voted ¢ g
one to approve the expansion o of MJC. Af-




